
 
 

 

 

 
 

Getting to grips with the new GCSEs  

Preparing for the changes at KS3 now 
 

All sessions: 5.30 – 7.00 pm 
(For face-to-face sessions, tea/coffee and informal chat from 5pm)  

 

ALL Yorkshire’s Winter Series 
 

Blended: some session face-to-face at King Edward VII School and some online via zoom 
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

The DfE has announced that from 2026 GCSE exams in French, German, and Spanish 

will change significantly. Our current Y8 students and those below will be affected. The 

exam boards are now working on the new specifications, but we already know some 
details about the new assessments, which should allow us to start preparing our students 
and making appropriate changes to our schemes of work and the way we teach now at 
KS3.  
 

The most significant changes include: 

• The subject content will mostly focus on vocabulary, grammar and phonics (rather than 
themes and topics as currently) 

• The new assessment will involve a reading-aloud task to test students’ sound-symbol 
correspondences.  

• There will also be dictation exercises, further testing students’ knowledge of phonics 

• Comprehension-oriented questions and rubrics will be written or asked in English 
 

Following your positive feedback from last year, we will repeat the format we introduced to our annual Winter 
Series, i.e. the blended approach with some sessions taking place face-to-face at King Edward VII School, 
whereas others will be offered on zoom.  

This allows us to enjoy each others’ company in the face-to-face sessions where we can engage in what 

so many of you have come to value: sharing best practice, exploring new ideas, engaging with each other in 
informal chats as well as discussing strategies and resources for language teaching. 

Offering sessions on zoom allows us to invite speakers further afield for whom it would be impractical to 

travel to us and at the same time offering part of our programme to teachers from all over the country, not just 
those who live in and around Sheffield. 
All sessions will start at 5.30pm, and for those which take place at King Edward VII School there is also an 
opportunity for colleagues to meet up beforehand for an informal chat over a cup of tea or coffee. 

 

Sessions at King Edward VII School  Sessions via zoom  

1. Wednesday 
  23rd November 

Setting the Scene 
Juliet Park 

4. Tuesday  
  10th January 

Supporting lower prior 
attainers/SEND  
Silvia Bastow  

2. Tuesday 
  29th November 

Phonics: the First Pillar 
Wendy Adeniji 

6. Thursday    
   26th January 

GCSE Reform:  
The draft specification 
Judith Rowland Jones, AQA 

3. Tuesday 
  6th December 
 

On Target for unprepared 
Speaking  
Dr Rachel Hawkes 

8. Wednesday  
   8th February 

See and say, hear and write 
Jennifer Wozniak-Rush 

5. Wednesday 
  18th January 

Teaching Vocabulary Effectively 
Elaine Gelder 

   

7. Wednesday 
  1st February 

Teaching Grammar Inductively 
James Stubbs 

 
 

In partnership with: 

King Edward 
VII School 
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Session 1 – King Edward VII School 

Wednesday, 23rd November 2022  
 

Setting the Scene 

Juliet Park 
 

The new GCSE format will require language departments to revisit their current curriculum in order to prepare 
learners for the new style exams. Juliet will share her experience of being on AQA’s new specification review 
panel and the new exams that were trialled in her school in the summer. She will demonstrate how her linguistic 
mastery rather than topic lead curriculum approach is already geared towards the skills required, how dictation 
and reading aloud is a frequent feature of her rigorous learning approach and why the results across the trust 
have made an impressive leap since she joined the trust. Schools will be offered the chance to access her 
approach and be part of a research project.. 
Juliet Park is a Director of languages and part of the school improvement team for a multi academy trust in 
Yorkshire. She is a French and Spanish teacher with a track record for excellent results. She is a trainer for 
AQA, experience as an examiner and is on AQA’s reform panel for the new GCSE. She is also a published 
author and works with the SSAT and Dylan Wiliam as a specialist in formative assessment. 
 

 

Session 2 – King Edward VII School 

Tuesday, 29th November 2022 
 

Phonics – the First Pillar 

Wendy Adeniji 
 

Phonics has been described by the 2021 Ofsted MFL Research Review as the one of three key pillars of 
language learning and indeed will be assessed as part of the new 2026 GCSE. In this session the speaker will 
discuss which phonemes to teach in French, Spanish and German, when to teach them, how to sequence them 
and how to ensure retrieval practice so that pupils can recall and use them to pronounce language correctly, and 
thus improve their confidence in speaking and listening.  
 

Wendy Adeniji is a teacher, trainer, author of language teaching resources and a secondary headteacher. She 
has previously inspected for Ofsted and has considerable experience in the field of MFL pedagogy. 
 

 
 

Session 3 – King Edward VII School 

Tuesday, 6th December 2022  
 

On Target for Unprepared Speaking  

Dr Rachel Hawkes 
 

The new GCSE subject content for French, German and Spanish proposes that students learn and can readily 
use key vocabulary, grammar and phonics to understand and produce meaning, communicating independently 
in writing and speech, using ‘clear and comprehensible language’ in unprepared interactions.   
This session sets out practical strategies, activities and resources that work towards normalising unscripted, 
unrehearsed speaking at KS3 with the new GCSE firmly in view.  
 

Dr Rachel Hawkes is an influential and renowned speaker as well as past President of the Association for 
Language Learning (ALL), previous Head of Modern Languages, AST and SLE.  Co-author of several textbooks, 
Rachel has both MEd and PhD from Cambridge University, focusing on teacher and learner interaction in the 
secondary languages classroom.  She is currently seconded as Co-Director NCELP, the National Centre for 
Excellence for Language Pedagogy, working as collaborator on the Progression in Primary Languages project 
(IoE, Uni of Reading), and Director of Languages and International Education for The Cam Academy Trust. 
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Session 4 – on ZOOM 

Tuesday, 10th January 2023 
 

Supporting Lower Prior Attainers/SEND 

whilst still teaching to the top 

Practical ideas and strategies in the Languages Classroom 
 

Silvia Bastow 
 

In this session, Silvia will focus on how the memory works and how learning happens in terms of second language 
acquisition. She will explore a variety of specific learning strategies that can support students’ learning and 
improve their outcomes, whilst ‘teaching to the top’ all of her students regardless of their prior attainment as she 
believes that we should avoid putting ‘glass ceiling’ on learning at all costs! 
Silvia will demonstrate scaffolded examples for both receptive (listening and reading) and productive (speaking 
and writing) skills that have proven successful in her own classroom. She will share practical ideas, tips, 
techniques, and resources. 
 

Silvia Bastow is a Subject Leader for Languages and a German teacher at Ercall Wood Academy with over 18 
years of experience in teaching languages, SLE, Research Lead with specific interest in Retrieval Practice, a 
member of the ALL council, a GCSE examiner, Fellow of Chartered College of Teaching and an author of a 
successful educational blog ( https://fraubastowmfl.blogspot.com/ ). She is very passionate about evidence – 
informed practice to ensure high impact teaching and learning. 
 

 

Session 5 – King Edward VII School 

Wednesday, 18th January 2023  
 

Teaching Vocabulary Effectively 

Elaine Gelder 
 

Vocabulary is a vital ingredient for all communication and for making progress in any language, it should feature in 
every language lesson. 
This session will look at: 

• Different approaches for introducing new vocabulary 

• Tips for effectively memorising vocabulary 

• Motivation and engagement 
 

 

Elaine Gelder worked previously as Senior Director of MFL at Delta Trust Academies where she also led on 
Teaching and Learning in her role as SLE. Currently Elaine teaches A level German and works as Director of 
Education for Languagenut, a global online languages platform. 
In this session she will share practical ideas, tips and techniques built up over her 33 years in the classroom which 
will support you to teach vocabulary in your classroom. 
 

 

Session 6 – on ZOOM 

Thursday 26th January 2023  
 

GCSE Reform: the Draft Specifications 

Judith Rowland-Jones, Head of Curriculum, AQA Languages 
 

This session will provide an overview of the AQA draft specifications for GCSE French, German and Spanish and 
outline the support package for teachers. There will also be an opportunity for a question and answer session. 
 
 

Judith Rowland-Jones is Head of Curriculum for AQA Languages. With over 29 years’ experience at AQA, she 
has been involved in languages assessment and specification development at both GCSE and A level over many 
years.  At 
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Session 7 – King Edward VII School 

Wednesday, 1st February 2023  
 

Using Interaction to Teach Grammar Inductively 
From the Implicit to the Explicit 

 

James Stubbs 
 
 

Description: This session will look at practical strategies for harnessing the opportunities for interaction within the 
classroom through Language Interaction Routines as a springboard for teaching grammar. We will look at where 
grammatical rules figure on the continuum between the implicit and the explicit and how we can challenge and 
support learners of all abilities to formulate and process the rules for themselves without compromising their 
fluency. 
 

James Stubbs is Head of MFL at Langley School near Norwich. He has taught in state comprehensive, 
independent and language schools in the UK and Spain for more than 25 years. He is especially interested in 
target-language teaching in mixed-ability groups and blogs at jamesstubbs.wordpress.com. 
 

 

Session 8 – on ZOOM 

Wednesday, 8th February 2023 
 

See and Say, Hear and Write 

Jennifer Wozniak-Rush 
 

Reading aloud and writing from dictation - are they really new? Yes, in the sense that we don’t necessarily test 
pupils on them (and haven’t seen them in GCSE before). At the same time, as practitioners, we have been doing 
reading aloud and dictation with our pupils for a long time, as part of our teaching and learning, but maybe not to 
the extent that we may need to prepare S4 students for the demand of the upcoming GCSE.  
In this session, Jennifer will be sharing some strategies to help build up learners’ confidence in dealing with 
reading aloud and writing from dictation.  
 

Jennifer Wozniak-Rush, Assistant Headteacher for Teaching and Learning, ELE and Specialist Leader of 
Education in T&L and MFL at The Hollins in East Lancashire has a wide experience of teaching French from 
KS1 to KS4. She also teaches KS3 Spanish. She has written articles for Languages Today and Teach 
Secondary. Jennifer has a real passion for teaching languages and loves learning, reading and sharing ideas 
with others. 
 

 

Cost of the Series 
 

All 8 sessions 
Individuals: For the whole series, i.e. all 8 events:  £  95 (ALL individual members);  

£  150 (non-members)  

Groups / Departments (irrespective of number of participants ):  

For the whole series, i.e. all 8 events:    £   145 (ALL group members);  

 £  250 (non-members)  

Associate Members (= PGCE students): all 8 events (no matter how many you attend): £ 10  
 

To take advantage of the reduced fee for ALL members, please take out membership prior to booking:   
www.all-languages.org.uk   
 

ZOOM sessions only 
We want to enable those living too far away from joining the face-to-events to join in! 
Please come along and meet us online! 

ALL members:  £ 20     Non-members:  £ 35  

Fee applies for all 3 zoom events (irrespective of how many you actually do join):   
 

HOW TO BOOK: Register via Eventbrite by Friday, 11th November 2021 at the latest. 

http://www.all-languages.org.uk/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fall-yorkshires-winter-series-tickets-445105722197&data=05%7C01%7C%7C65c0e285052b47e4420708dab2907e62%7C02d6f569f69b424e9104a269e051cec0%7C0%7C0%7C638018630899199498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Dhpq25LhMd6Q3oJUWLiX4t6%2Fm4bsjaLuuIY%2F5LoK%2BMU%3D&reserved=0

