
   
 
 
     
 
 

The Annual 
SEND Conference 

Thursday 8th July 2021 
 

“The hidden depths of SEND” 
To be held via Zoom 
9.00am to 4.00pm 

£50 per person 
 

Welcome and Introduction by: 
Cheryl Gaughan, Director of Fusion SEND Hub 

 
Key Note Speakers during the day are: 

 
Nick Whittaker- HMI, Ofsted, Specialist Adviser for 
SEND  - “What a ‘Deep Dive’ means for a SENCo” 
 
Nick Whittaker is one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors.  He is a 
qualified teacher and, before joining Ofsted, was the 
executive headteacher of 2 all-age special schools for 
children and young people who have severe learning 
difficulties and complex needs.  Nick has also worked as a Senior Local Authority 
Adviser and School Improvement Partner.  
 
Nick will be talking about what the new Ofsted Framework means for a SENCo  
and what the “Deep Dive” into SEND could involve. 
 
 
Dr Robert Jason Grant -   Autplay Therapy Clinic – 
“What is AutPlay Therapy?” 
 
Dr Robert Grant is a Registered Play Therapist-Supervisor 
and Advanced Certified Autism Specialist.  He is the creator 
of AutPlay and has over two decades of experience working 
with autistic and neurodivergent children and their families.  
Dr Grant owns and operates the AutPlay Therapy Clinic  
 

 

 

 



 
located in Southwest Missouri.  AutPlay Therapy is an integrative family play 
therapy approach to help address the mental health needs of autistic and 
neurodivergent children.  Dr Grant is a multi-published author and international 
presenter.  He is also the president elect for the Board of Directors for the 
Association for Play Therapy.   Dr Grant will be talking about how AutPlay  
Therapy combines the therapeutic powers of play therapy and relationship 
development approaches together in an integrative model to assist children and 
adolescents in mental health gains. 
 
 
Dr Valerie Muter – Clinical and Research Psychologist - 
“The Depths of Dyslexia”  
 
Dr Valerie Muter is a Clinical and Research Psychologist 
with a special interest in children’s early cognitive 
development, particularly in relation to language and 
literacy.  She was a Consultant Neuropsychologist at Great 
Ormond Street Children’s Hospital for many years and is 
currently an Honorary Research Associate at University College London.    
Dr Valerie will be exploring the “Depths of Dyslexia” from cognitive overload to the 
impact it can have on a person’s confidence and wellbeing. 
 
 
Professor Barry Carpenter – Barry Carpenter Education 
– “Facing the Future; building reconnection, resilience 
and recovery in children with SEND” 
 
Barry Carpenter is the UK’s first Professor in Mental Health 
in Education, a Chair created for him at Oxford Brookes 
University. He is Honorary Professor at universities in the 
UK, Ireland, Germany and Australia. He has been a Fellow 
of the University of Oxford. In July 2020 he was awarded the Distinguished 
Fellowship of the Chartered College of Teaching, for his leadership of the 
Education field during the pandemic. 
 
He has been awarded an OBE and CBE by the Queen for services to children with 
Special Needs.  In 2017 he was entered into “Who’s Who” in acknowledgement of 
his national and international contribution to the field of Special Education.  In a 
career spanning more than 40 years, Barry has held the leadership positions 
of Headteacher, Principal, Academic Director, Chief Executive, and Director of the 
Centre for Special Education at Westminster College, Oxford. In 2009, he was 
appointed by the Secretary of State for Education as Director of the Children with 
Complex Learning Difficulties and Disabilities Research Project.  In light of the 
pandemic, Barry will be talking about “building reconnection, resilience and 
recovery in children with SEND” 
 

 

 



 

 
 
During the day, there will also be updates from   
 
Emily Walker, Regional SEND Lead for  
Whole School SEND (WSS) – East Midlands,  
South Yorkshire and Humber  
 
Emily will be giving an update on what to expect from  
Whole School SEND in the new academic year, current  
research and new resources to look out for and much  
more!  
 
 
 
 

Katherine Lewis-Ward, Strategic Director  
                                     of the South Yorkshire Teaching Hub  
 
      Katherine will be giving an update on what the Teaching 
                                      School Hub does, how to keep up to date with the work 
                                      they are doing across the region including the support  

 they can offer. 
 
 

 
 
 

We hope you can join us at our Annual SEND Conference  
this year.  The day is aimed at all educational professionals who  

work with children and young people in the area of SEND.   
 

Our key note speakers have a wealth of knowledge covering a  
variety of experiences gained within the SEND community.  We  

hope you find the day both informative and enlightening and  
will help to enhance the skills you need to support the young  

people you work with. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We look forward to seeing you! 
 



 

 
The Annual SEND Conference 

Thursday 8th July 2021 
Virtually via Zoom 

9am-4pm close 
£50 per person  

Via Zoom (a link to access the conference will be sent to you nearer the time – 
please ensure we have your correct email address) 

To book a place on this conference please visit 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-annual-send-conference-

the-hidden-depths-of-send-tickets-156661955125 
 

 
The cost of this event is £50 per person, once your booking has been confirmed your 

school will be invoiced accordingly. 

CANCELLATION POLICY 
Fusion SEND Hub asks course delegates to be aware of these business terms and 

conditions that apply to all bookings regarding this event. 
 

Please note bookings will be treated as confirmed once a booking has been received subject to 
spaces being available. 

 
A confirmation will be issued upon receipt of your booking and an invoice will follow shortly for the 

full course fee.  This must be paid in full, within 14 days of receiving the invoice.  
If you are unable to attend, please let us know as soon as possible by 

emailing theresahumphreys@fusiontsa.co.uk.  Whilst we appreciate there may be good 
reason for any cancellation, we reserve the right to charge, if we do not receive 

notification within 14 days of the event start date. 
 

Substitutions of named delegate(s) may be made up to the day before the event. 
 

All course fees paid, will be refunded in full, if a cancellation is made in writing (by emailing 
enquiries@fusiontsa.co.uk ) prior to 14 days before the course start date. 

 
Fusion SEND Hub reserves the right, at its absolute discretion and without liability, to cancel an 
advertised event due to insufficient numbers or through circumstances beyond the Fusion SEND 
Hub’s reasonable control.  In which event the liability of Fusion SEND Hub shall be limited to the 

return of all monies paid or an alternative date may be given. 
 

Fusion SEND Hub, Talbot Specialist School, Lees Hall Road, Sheffield, S8 9JP 
          Email: enquiries@fusiontsa.co.uk 
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